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1. Mainly because of the exodus of Pirst-rate scientific talent up to about
1948, the sciertific capehilities of Germsny (Soviet Zone) in theoretical
and applied wechanics have deteriorated markedly. Croseing the boundary
was still fairly easy in 1045, 19465, and 1947 and wany of the best German
sclentists in the universities in Soviet-occupied territory made the break.
Most of these have succeeded in re-establisning themselves., A few, for one
reason or another, have not made out too well, but in any case their
departures resulted in a drain on the scientific potential of Gexrmany
(Soviet Zone) in this field which wil: require another generation to restore.
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In Germsny, 25 in &)l of Western Burcpe. the scurce of saientific achievement
has always been +he dedicated individuals working without pressura or

restraints 1n university laberatoriss. In Zermany (Seviet Zone)l +hiz acurce
is at present meager. |
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1

The picture is mediccre. Second-raters p‘reqcmlnate and The production of

research is unimpressive. The case of Hans EEXEI.'?;- whe 1¢ either a full

professcr or an associate professor of engiueering mechanics at the University 50X1-HUM
of Berlin, is typical, Up un*til the end of World War II Hevie tiupht in a

technical higk school and had written o botk on mechanics 50X1-HUM
which is without rcientific mexit, On the strength of eyde
was offered, and accepted, hie present position. \ Germany {Scoviet
Zone) 1s doing everything it =an to meintain edocaticpnal and resear:h stan- 50X1-HUM
darde, and perhaps even to raise them, but it i3 cbviously impoesible te do so
with such personnel as are new presiding cver the university zlassrooms and
laboraterias, It is difficult for most students to get teyond the level of
thelr teachers and all students of bremize suffaer without. the help and
inspiraticn cf firat-rate faculty guidance,
50X1-HUM
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5. While the potential of the German {Sovi ) unrivereities ror creative
thinking in engineering wmechanlcs seems ic ba vavy pocxr, tuis i . o
Probably not the whole »tory. The Garman Academy of Sciemcen in Perlin,
particularly the Division of Applied Mathematice of ite Mathamatical Research "50X1-HUM

Institate, is evidently being used Yy the Soviet Zona aurhorities to assemble
B 8cientific talent which, for one reason or another, cinnot be nti{ltzed in
o teaching ¢= 1n induat: and which: 1, be tempted to dafect to the Pederal

’ Republic. Mther’—r!‘#jmﬂrcluaiﬂed reaear at is 1
A 4 undervay in.the Diﬂaink’Mpu_tLuammq—ngamﬁm“_‘ " 50X1-HUM !

6.

\_m pelitical interfexrence with
SIléctual achtivity in the Boviet uneﬁthura vas a
3 ves

general tendency to apply preasurws but lass pronounced, as 50X1-HUM
_‘might ba expected, in science and engineeri thae i :
the hunanities, |
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T. Tha quastion arises as to the long-term effect on worale and capebility of
such direct or indirect Dolitical pressuren as are being applied against the
sclentisty in Germany (Boviet Zome). ‘As far as these Germans are concerned,
and perhsps ss far as the generality c: scilentists everywhere is concexned,
“the effodt of these rastreints ought not to be over-eatimated, The tcientists
will be motivated by the love of thelr work and tha special rewsrds of - - A
satiglaction and prestige it Yields., Those who are opposed to the government
under whick they live ‘but wbo have no interest in riaking their lives by overt
o opposition, will waka the situation .bearable by losing thewsslves mor= and
wore coiplotely in thair work, Isolation from thelr colleagnues acroas
Political boundaries will handicup them, but el sclientists everywhere are
bandicapped by such lack of commmication. Finally, whila the Boviet Zone
univorsitics have been stripped of most of their first-rste talent, a grewt

deal cai be achievedl by. capadble, conscientious investigitors in euffisgent S J
numbers . / : ' . B ;
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